FAX RECEIVED FROM 

NATIONAL ASPHALT PAVEMENT ASSOCIATION
Dated 24 August 2005

To:
Ray J Farrelly, Australian Asphalt Pavement Association

Yoshio Nibe, The Japan Road Contractors Association

Jorge Cardenas, Asociacion Mexicana des Asfalto A.C.

Pieter A Myburgh, Southern African Bitumen Association

Dear Ray, Yoshio, Jorge and Pieter

Many thanks for your positive response to signing the global agreement to collaborate and communicate on the IARC Monograph on bitumen fumes.

I have enclosed a copy of the Agreement and reference Guiding Principles document for your signature.  Please return via fax 301 – 731 4904 to NAPA.

Sincerely

Mike Acott

President

Guiding Principles for a Roadmap towards IARC Monograph and beyond

To all those that may see these present, greetings

Recognising that the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) Monograph for bitumen fumes is the most important step towards closure of the legislative/regulatory issues relating to a potential IARC cancer classification and workers’ exposure, the bitumen-using industry internal sectors (i.e. paving, roofing and mastic work) agree that in order to affect the best sustainable outcome, it must communicate externally (to IARC and others) with one voice to affect a balanced and thorough scientific conclusion and well-reasoned IARC Monograph determination.

In reference to the “Guiding Principles for a Roadmap towards IARC Monograph and beyond” document, the undersigned organisation agreed with this approach on the ______ day of _____________ 2005.

Pieter A Myburgh

CEO
Southern African Bitumen Association (Sabita)
Guiding Principles for a Roadmap Towards IARC Monograph and Beyond

The Overall Objective:

Recognising that the IARC Monograph for bitumen fumes is the most important step towards closure of the legislative/regulatory issues relating to cancer classification and workers’ exposure, the bitumen-using industry internal sectors (i.e. paving, roofing and mastic work) agree that in order to affect the best sustainable outcome it must communicate externally (to IARC and others) with one voice to affect a balance and thorough scientific conclusion and well-reasoned IARC monograph determination.

It should be demonstrated that bitumen in situ (service conditions such as road, shingles, finished roofing etc) does not represent a cancer hazard or risk.

Demonstrate that liquid bitumen does not represent a cancer hazard or occupational cancer risk.

The IARC issue needs to be focused on the evaluation of occupational exposure to bitumen fumes.

We recognise sufficient differences in exposure from different applications within the sectors due to temperatures and other factors which warrants separate assessment.

Health studies could, therefore, continue to focus on different sectors such as paving, roofing and mastic but, where applicable, a common studies/design should be targeted.

In each sector the refiners and application industry will work together and will undertake to work in a transparent and cooperative manner within and with the other sectors.  The industry will act to optimise the scientific value.

Each sector should take responsibility for identifying relevant confounders within its various applications.

There is a need to develop additional data on fumes related to each sectors and addressing manufacturing and application practices, such as temperature.
