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CLASS 3 INCIDENTS (continued)

6. Two trucks were involved in an accident on the N12 at Benoni, in July 1996.
One was carrying drums of hydraulic oil which leaked about 1 000 litres over 200
metres. The road was closed for 11 hours involving 34 emergency personnel and
resulting in a traffic jam of several kilometres.

7. At Cape Town in July 1996, a 15 000-litre tanker left the N7, overturned and
spilled petrol and paraffin, closing the road for 12 hours.

8. An incident involving two road tankers carrying a total of 52 000 litres of fuel
occurred on the N2 near Khayelitsha on 10 May 1997. Eleven people were inciner-
ated, a baby died and 30 were injured in what seasoned rescuers described as the worst
accident they had seen. Two cars travelling towards Somerset West in thick morning
fog collided and triggered a 60-vehicle pile-up. A petrol tanker stopped to avoid the
initial accident but was hit from behind by a Landrover. A second tanker, carrying
diesel, slammed into the Landrover ramming it against the first tanker. A column of
flame leapt 30 m into the air as the tankers caught alight, melting tar up to 50 metres
away and preventing rescuers from getting close. Both tankers exploded and were
completely destroyed along with a number of other vehicles.
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Class 9 — Miscellaneous
These are goods which present a danger during transportation but cannot
be classified in any of the other classes. They include environmentally
hazardous substances. substances which have anaesthetic or noxious
effects, fine dusts which could endanger health by inhalation, life saving
appliances. wet battery operated appliances and substances carried at
elevated temperatures.

Exampies
Airbag inflators

Air bag module

Asbestos

Battery driven
vehicle

Carbon dioxide

Lithium batteries

Expandable
Polystyrene beads

Zinc hydrosujphite

UN No
3268

2590

3171

1845

3090

2211

1931

Environmentally hazaidous subsiances
Substances or mixtures dangerous to the aguatic environment not otherwise classified
under classes 2 to 6 and class 8 are designated UN 3077 (for solids) and UN 3082 (for
liquids) and are all assigned to packing group IIL

{ises

A gas generator. used to inflate an air bag in
3 motor vehicle (a casing containing an
igniter. a booster material. a gas generant and,
in some cases. a pressure cylinder). Some
inflators fall under UN No 0503 which is a
Class 1 explosive.

This is an air bag inflator complete with
inflatable bag assembly.

Due to its excellent resistance to heat, it was
used to manufacture various products, many
of which were used as building materials.
Identified as a carcinogen (cause of cancer)
the demolition, transport and disposal of
asbestos waste must also comply with the
OHS Act. Asbestos Regulations.

Electric wheel chairs. Dangerous due to the
fact that they contain acid batteries.

Dry ice. used to pack food without requiring
mechanical refrigeration (not dangerous for
road transport).

Used for portable electronic devices, such as
dizital cameras, due to the best energy to
weightratios. no memory effect and slow loss
of charge when not in use.

Used to manufacture packaging material, it
evolves a flammable vapour (pentane).
Wood pulp bleach.
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