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About Sabita

Vision  
Sabita is recognised as the centre of excellence for bituminous products through 
technological advancement and the promotion of the cost-effective and sustainable use of 
these products. 

Mission
Sabita will:

1. Identify the need for and develop and advance best available technology and 
practice in bituminous material in southern Africa.

2. Engage stakeholders to promote the social and economic value of road provision 
thereby strengthening the argument for the provision and preservation of roads. 

3. Develop and promote the use of environmentally sound products and practices in 
the bituminous product industry.

4. Advance best practice in southern Africa with regards to worker health and safety. 

5. Provide education and training schemes to develop skills and competencies that 
are sustainable and aligned to industry needs.

6. Assist members in meeting the demand of clients through engaging authorities on 
relevant regulatory or commercial matters that fits within the ambit of competition 
law.
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At the risk of adding to the mental fatigue created by the pandemic, 
allow me to share this with you. If anything, it likely taught each one of 
us something new, either personally or professionally, or both. The way 
we live and work changed almost instantly but the quality to absorb 
and adjust, not only evident in humans in dire times, are being reflected 
in our professional environment as well.

The ability of this industry has always been to adjust to changing 
conditions, and more so than ever was this evident during the past 12 
months or so.

Sabita Council Chairman: Mr Bennie Greyling

Apart from the havoc created by the pandemic, two major events have occurred during the past 
year which will shape our future:

• The incidents at two of the local refineries and which resulted in the stoppage of production 
at both. 

The success of future road projects will be determined by the solution we as a combined 
industry find for this complication.

• The widely communicated Infrastructure Plan of Government. 

Whilst this is a very welcome intent, it has created some uncertainty in the market as delays to 
possible projects are impacting on the sustainability of the industry.

Most of the road network in South Africa, and especially minor roads, have been neglected for decades as 
far as maintenance and upgrades are concerned. It is therefore pleasing to see the intent by Government 
to address this backlog. We as industry has an obligation to ensure sufficient capacity exist to not only 
execute these projects successfully, but to do it within the framework provided around transformation. 
I believe we as industry are not communicating the achievements sufficiently and we may therefore be 
judged on misleading facts. 

During the past year, for obvious reasons, some of the focus areas of 
SABITA and of industry (like the outcomes of the Roads Pavement 
Forums) shifted and did not receive the required attention. However, 
the normal workings of the organisation continued unaffected, and I 
wish to thank Saied Solomons and his team for their continued and 
consistently good work to the benefit of the industry. 
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Chairman’s Statement
(Mr Bennie Greyling)
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CEO Overview
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When the first COVID-19 news surfaced in December 2019, most thought that it would be confined to China and 
would be of a short duration. Almost one and a half years later we are still in the grips of the outbreak with no clear 
indication of “for how long”.  The global spread of the pandemic has brought home our global connectivity as a 
species and how reliant we are on one another and the environment at large.  Yet we see a global rise in nationalism 
and not sufficient urgency being given to mitigate the climate change phenomena.

Whilst work-life, must go on and did so post the first hard lock down, it certainly is pleasing to note how the 
construction industry adapted to the new way of things.  A SAFCEC report indicated that of the over 600 projects 
registered on their online portal, involving over 360,000 persons, near 100% were tested. The results listed 79 positive 
case, 192 suspected cases and no deaths.  In responding to a pandemic of this nature it ultimately is about all acting 
responsibly or facing the consequences as a collective. 

With two of the four bitumen refineries out of production for the foreseeable future, the industry will no doubt 
respond appropriately in order to enable an uninterrupted supply of the various bituminous materials.  This is 
a space that is dynamic and will have to be watched, given the major challenges being faced by the petroleum 
industry in general.  

The various individuals who took on the tasks to update Sabita’s various manuals have been extremely busy 
during 2020 and produced some sterling work, enabling the revision of 6 documents with seven still pending. 
Sabita’s technical guidelines are becoming ever more important in keeping the industry up to date with the latest 
international developments.  It is thus with the utmost gratitude that we thank those involved in our committees for 
giving so much of their time for the betterment of the industry. 

Coming out of the first hard lockdown last year, there was a scramble to 
find the best way to continue with industry engagement and training.  
The various virtual platforms, which to many was something novel, 
soon became a new way of doing things. Three Road Pavement Forums 
and numerous training courses later, we’ve come to realise the benefit 
of these digital mediums. There is however still a need for in person 
gatherings which is so critical for building relationships in our industry. 

2020 will be remembered as the year of the pandemic and our thoughts 
are with those who have lost those dear and near to them. The future 
nevertheless heralds and we look forward to the challenges that lie 
ahead.   

Sabita CEO  Saied Solomans
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SABITA Governance
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In pursuing and achieving its Vision to be a centre of excellence for bituminous products through technological 
advancement and the promotion of cost-effective and sustainable use of these products, Sabita is fortunate to have 
met many of its objectives during 2020, despite the COVID-19 restrictions placed on industry. The staff also work 
closely with member representatives that make up the governance structure in the form of the Sabita Board and 
Council as well as pertinent Focal Points.  

During the year under review, the following Sabita Member representatives formed the governing structures: 

BOARD MEMBERS

Bennie Greyling - Much Asphalt (Pty) Ltd

Ricardo Louw  - Colas SA (Pty) Ltd

Francois Kemp  - Actop Asphalt (Pty) Ltd

Deon Pagel  - Tosas (Pty) Ltd 

Marius Prinsloo  - Tau Pele Construction

(represented by Herman Groenewald – S A Road Binders)

Jonathan Pearce - Zebra Surfacing (a div. of    
    Martin & East (Pty) Ltd)    

COUNCIL MEMBERS

In addition to the above Board members who have a permanent seat on Council, other members during 2020 
comprised:

Christi Botha  SMEC SA (Pty) Ltd

Gavin M Clunnie  IMESA

André Greyling  BVi Consulting Engineers (Pty) Ltd

Cobus Fourie  Shell Downstream S.A. (Pty) Ltd

Duncan Mason  Royal HaskoningDHV

Deon Moodley  Masana Petroleum Solutions (Pty) Ltd

Lulu Mthethwa  Astron Energy 

Paul Olivier  JG Afrika (Pty) Ltd

Marius Prinsloo  Tau Pele Construction

Sibongiseni Shabalala  Sasol Energy (a division of Sasol S.A. (Pty) Ltd)

FOCAL POINTS 

In developing and achieving short and long term objectives, Sabita is fortunate to have representation of industry 
stakeholders (members and non-members) who form part of the various Focal Points, namely:  Technology 
Development, Environment, Health and Safety, Education and Training, and Marketing.  

We are most grateful for the input provided by all our Board and Council members as well as those that play a pivotal 
role on the various Focal Points.

Deon Pagel – Chairman of Board
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As in previous years, Sabita received an unqualified audit for the financial year ending 2020.  Messrs Nolands Inc. 
were appointed as auditors for the next financial year.                                                                                   

As a registered non-profit organisation, with registration number 031-993-NPO, Sabita derives most of its funding 
directly from its members in the form of membership subscriptions which are utilised, together with investment 
income as well as sundry income, to fund its core objectives as well as normal overhead costs.  

SOURCE AND APPLICATION OF FUNDS

An overview of the income and expenditure is as follows:

INCOME

MEMBERSHIP FEES 2 604 991

INVESTMENT GROWTH 2 111 982

INTEREST AND DIVIDENDS 296 638

SARF TRAINING PROFIT SHARE 128 183

AGGREGATES MTC TRAINING 77 826

HSE BITSAFE TRAINING 42 000

MANUALS AND FIRST AID KITS 9 987

CAPSA/ISAP REVERSAL -12 043

TOTAL INCOME 5 259 564

As stated in our Mission Statement, Sabita will endeavor to continue to:  Develop and advance best available 
technology;  engage with stakeholders; Develop and promote the use of environmentally sound products and 
practices; Advance best practice with regards to worker health and safety; Provide education and training schemes 
to develop skills and competencies; and, Assist members in meeting the demand of clients through engaging 
authorities on relevant regulatory or commercial matters.

Financial Overview
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EXPENDITURE

TECHNOLOGY 870 569

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 300 294

SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES 65 050

AGGREGATES MTC TRAINING 59 388

HEALTH AND SAFETY 56 409

DONATION 10 000

ADMINISTRATION (Office, salaries, audit 
fees, computer support, insurance etc.)

3 802 221

BAILEY COURSE, QCTO, DESIGN OF 
ASPHALT (Set off against Reserves in the 
Balance Sheet)

576 518

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 5 740 449
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ASPHALT ACADEMY TRAINING 

We were very appreciative that the South African Road Federation (SARF) was able to continue operating in respect 
of profit-sharing training, shifting from in-person to virtual training after March 2020.   The following courses arrange 
and hosted by SARF during 2020 were as follows:  

COURSE DETAILS WHEN HELD
TOTAL

ATTENDEES

Asphalt: An Overview of Best Practice July & September 53

Assessment and Analysis of Test Data July 19

Bituminous Binders for Roads
March, June, 

August & 
September

57

Compaction of Road Building Material September 20

Design and Construction of Surface Treatments November 17

Practical User Guide for the Design of Asphalt Mixes November 18

The use of Reclaimed Asphalt in the Production of Asphalt July 11

MATERIAL TESTER MODULES 

As usual, a full calendar for the Materials Testers modules was set up at the end of 2019 in anticipation of a bountiful 
year of skills development for laboratory personnel during 2020.  Unfortunately, we only hosted ONE Aggregates 
module before the Covid-19 pandemic hit the South African shores. A total of 12 delegates, with three of them 
travelling all the way from Malawi, attended the course in Gauteng during March and made their way back just in 
time before the national lockdown was announced. 

All further material testers training for 2020 were suspended due to the lockdown regulations announced at the end 
of March, however going into 2021, plans are being made to conduct this training virtually in part.

CARBON TAX CALCULATOR TOOL

As per the Department of Environment, Forestry & Fisheries regulations, business entities that engage in activities 
that produce direct greenhouse gas emissions are required to report on these carbon tax where such emissions 
exceed the threshold. Sabita’s original carbon calculator, developed in 2009 was reviewed and updated to:

• Align the emission factors with that of the SA Carbon Tax.

• Include a report that aligns with the information required to calculate Carbon Tax liability and other expected SA   
 reporting requirements. 

Sabita engaged the services of Margaret Mackenzie of Urban Earth and hosted a virtual training session during 
October on the use and benefits of the updated carbon tax tool.  
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Technology  
      Development
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SABITA MANUALS AND TECHNICAL GUIDELINES
Although COVID-19 prevented us from meeting in person, it certainly did not hamper the array of technology 
developments during 2020.  Apart from the usual flow of emails, several zoom meetings were held to discuss the 
reviews of some existing manuals, as well as launching newly developed manuals.  Our appreciation is extended to 
all the main authors and reviewers of these manuals as well as to the members of the Technology Focal Point; the 
RPF Working Group for Manual 35; and, the RPF Working Group for PG Binder Implementation.

MANUAL 2: BITUMINOUS BINDERS FOR ROAD CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE 
The 7th edition of this manual was completed and distributed to industry at the end of 2020.  The newly revised 
manual entitled “Manual 2 (PG)” was reviewed with particular focus on sections associated with the background, 
testing and compliance of the PG specification as well as sections dealing with the composition of bitumen from a 
chemistry perspective.  

MANUAL 5: GUIDELINES FOR THE MANUFACTURE & CONSTRUCTION OF HOT MIX ASPHALT
The revision of this manual was finalised and sent to members at the end of October. The revision takes account 
of recent developments in the design of asphalt as reflected in Sabita manuals 24 and 35, which will impact the 
management and execution of the construction of asphalt layers and comprises of 9 main sections. Consideration 
has been given to the use of the latest road construction material and a handy trouble shooting guided has been 
appended.  Also of particular interest is the composition of a section entitled Ensuring a continuous supply of asphalt 
to the construction site. 

MANUAL 19:  GUIDELINES FOR THE DESIGN, MANUFACTURE AND CONSTRUCTION OF BITUMEN 
RUBBER ASPHALT WEARING COURSES
Revision of the 5th edition of this manual took into account various trials and tests that have been done as well as 
investigation of rheological properties and applications.  Further to this,  it was brought to our attention from Dr 
Elsabe Van Aswegen from Main Roads in Australia (who was formerly with J G Africa) that they have adopted a 
procedure outlined in Manual 19 which they are publishing as Specification 516: Crumb Rubber Open Graded Asphalt 
– and have acknowledged Sabita in this regard.

MANUAL 24:  USER GUIDE FOR THE DESIGN OF ASPHALT MIXES
This practical guide (third edition) for the application of the general procedure for designing asphalt mixes detailed 
in Sabita Manual 35/TRH8 was revised and uploaded to the Sabita web-site in May 2020. It is intended for use  as a 
companion document to Manual 35 and is targeted at the less experienced practitioners.

MANUAL 25: CODE OF PRACTICE: TRANSPORTATION, OFF-LOADING AND STORAGE OF BITUMEN,

BITUMINOUS PRODUCTS AND ASPHALT IN TRANSIT
First published in 2005, this 3rd edition was revised and published in May 2020.  As mentioned in the Preface, the 
general properties and characteristics of bituminous products that could give rise to HSE hazards and effects are 
documented in other Sabita publications and are not repeated in this manual and should be used in conjunction 
with Sabita Manual 8.  The loading of bitumen is also addressed in a separate document, thus this manual should 
also be used in conjunction with Sabita Manual 23 Code of Practice – Loading Bitumen at Refineries. 
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MANUAL 26:  GUIDELINES FOR PRIMES, STONE PRECOATING FLUIDS AND BOND COATS

This manual has been under review and the section on bond coats has been updated.  Further to the section on 
bond coats, updates that are required for precoating fluids are also being looked into which is expected to be 
finalised during 2021.

MANUAL 33:  DESIGN PROCEDURE FOR HIGH MODULUS ASPHALT (EME)
Last updated in 2019, this manual is under revision with particular focus on incorporation of the PG spec parameters 
and sampling and testing frequencies.  The scope of this manual will also include Heavy Duty Asphalt covering an 
appropriate range of generic products that would deal with high traffic loading in combination with environmental 
factors.   

MANUAL 35/TRH8: DESIGN AND USE OF ASPHALT IN ROAD PAVEMENTS
Although this manual was revised early in 2019, certain sections have been further reviewed a number of times in 
light of developments and advancement which now includes:

• reference to the newly published SABS technical specification SATS 3208: 2019 for Performance Grade   
 bituminous binders;

• redefinition of the filler / binder ratio as a simple mass ratio;

• reference to the COTO classification of grading classes for aggregates for asphalt mixtures;

• determination of the bulk density of dense mixes using the automatic vacuum sealing method – instead of the  
 saturated-surface-dry method; 

• assessment of the voids criteria for workability at 45 gyrations instead of 25 gyrations; and

• redefinition of fatigue life in accordance with AASHTO T 321. 

Although much progress has been made, it has not stopped there, in the near future, particular sections that specific 
groups of people will be reviewing during 2021 are as follows: 

1. Workability, permeability and voids

2. Design volumetrics

3. Materials selection

4. Fatigue characterisation

5. Rutting

6. Bitumen-rubber asphalt mix design

7. Design level classification

8. Balanced mix design

9. Incorporation of design test protocol

10. Alignment with PG specifications

MANUAL 36/TRH21: USE OF RECLAIMED ASPHALT IN THE PRODUCTION OF ASPHALT
Subsequent to this manual being completed in 2019, a Working Group comprising of relevant Sabita members and 
representatives from SANRAL will be reviewing the following aspects:

• Rejuvenators and related issues.

• Stockpile management and reclaiming/milling.

• Economics.

• Specification for recovered binder.

• Contract documentation.
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MANUAL 37 / TMH5:  SAMPLING METHODS FOR ROADS CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS
This manual will provide detailed methods for taking samples of materials that need to be tested for road construction 
purposes.  Methods of sampling natural materials, stockpiled material (both treated and untreated) and pavement 
layers are described. Instructions are also given for sample division using a riffler or by quartering.  In the final 
chapters the background to sampling, i.e. the necessity for sampling, evaluation of test results and the reasons 
behind the methods used, are discussed. 

MANUAL 38:  A HEALTH & SAFETY GUIDE FOR MATERIAL TESTING LABORATORIES IN THE ROAD 
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY
The first edition of this manual was completed at the end of 2019 and is available on the Sabita website.

This document has been produced in answer to concerns expressed by organisations that operate Materials 
Testing Laboratories in the Road Construction Industry.  SABITA was approached to assist in this regard and took 
the initiative to development this Health and Safety best practice guide for a routine Materials Testing Laboratory, 
as well as to establish an Industry Laboratory Health and Safety Certification and Awards Scheme.

MANUAL 40/TRH3: DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF SURFACING SEALS
TRH3 was revised during 2020 as Sabita Manual 40/TRH3.  Although it was near completion, proposals for the 
incorporation of PG specification components commenced and it is expected to be published during the first 
quarter of 2021.  The completed sections of this manual were also presented at the virtual 39th Road Pavement 
Forum on the 22nd September.

TG1:  THE USE OF MODIFIED BITUMINOUS BINDERS IN ROAD CONSTRUCTION
Subsequent to the 4th edition of this guideline being completed at the beginning of 2019, there have been  comments 
received from time to time from specific manufacturers of bitumen-rubber regarding test methods which has 
resulted in an industry-representative working group being established to review and update this guideline. The 
latest edition was published in November 2020.

TG2: BITUMEN STABILISED MATERIALS – A GUIDELINE FOR THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF 
BITUMEN EMULSION AND FOAMED BITUMEN STABILISED MATERIALS
This updated version addresses gaps in the application of cold recycling technology. A new chapter was introduced 
to provide best practice guidelines for pavement evaluation and rehabilitation design strategy. This 3rd edition, 
published in August 20202, will also play an important role in effectively uplifting the sustainability profile of 
pavement engineering.  

TG3:  THE USE OF GEOSYNTHETICS IN PAVEMENTS
The first edition of this Guideline in 2008, previously called Asphalt Reinforcement for Road Construction was reviewed 

MANUAL 39: LABORATORY TEST PROTOCOLS 
The first edition of this manual was published in 2019 
and during 2020, it was under review to include protocols 
for Bitumen Stabilised Materials as well as updates to 
the protocols for the Bitumen Performance Grading 
Specification and for Advanced Testing of Asphalt Mix.
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by the RPF Bituminous Materials Steering Committee, led by Philip Joubert. During February 2020, an overview was 
provided which highlighted that the Guideline will be prepared and published comprising of four parts, being: 

• General

• Selection and material specifications

• Design with geosynthetics

• Construction and quality control

The section of this guideline that deals with the Design with Geosynthetics was completed in 2020 and it is anticipated 
that the other sections will be finalised during 2021.

TG4:  WATER QUALITY FOR USE IN CIVIL ENGINEERING TESTING LABORATORIES
This guideline was finalised in October 2020 comprising of the following table:

Table 1:  Water Classification and Quality Requirements

1 2 3 4 5

Class Description of typical use Maximum electrical 
conductivity at 250C

Maximum total dis-
solved salts pH range at 250C

0 Reagent quality for analytical 
chemical testing 0.5 mS/m 2 mg/L 5.0 to 7.5

I Tests requiring high water quality 150 mS/m 1 000 mg/L 5.0 to 9.5

II General testing requirements 370 mS/m 2 400 mg/L 4.0 to 10.0

- For general use where no class has 
been specified - - -

Note 1: Distilled or demineralized water is likely to be suitable for class 0.  In South Africa, tap water from major 
municipalities is likely to be suitable for class 1 while water sources used for drinking will probably comply with class II.

Note 2:  In South Africa, municipal water sources are by law required to be tested regularly and the results communicated 
to consumers.  The results so provided would be acceptable as proof of quality.  New sources without such testing would 
require chemical analysis to determine compliance.

COLD MIX ASPHALT
Key findings from a questionnaire that was sent to all Sabita representatives in June 2020 to assess the use of cold mix 
asphalt for the repair of road surfaces in order to determine whether there is a need to develop a specification was 
that while many products were proprietary brands, there was a need to develop a standard certification programme  
for these these products. SATAS have been approached to assist with this development

RPF WORKING GROUP:  BITUMINOUS MATERIALS STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING
The RPF Working Group for Bituminous Materials, chaired by Steph Bredenhann met in Cape Town on the 20th 
February (Before COVID-19!).  Pertinent outcomes included the following:

• That Krishna Naidoo will take over as the new Chairperson. 

• A revision of SANS 3001 is in the pipeline and the new chairperson of the SABS committee is Georges Mturi.

• In respect of TRH7 that needs updating, the committee will be considering whether to include TRH7 into TG2 or 
to update it as a separate project. 

CALIBRATING BITUMEN BINDER DISTRIBUTORS
In respect of a request by Sean Strydom from Sanral, two companies have thus far been approached to find out 
whether they would be able to undertake the service of calibrating bitumen binder distributors as outlined in Sabita 
Manual 31 on behalf of the roads industry.  As a positive response has not been received, other organisations will 
be approached. 
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Stakeholder Engagement
NEW MEMBERS

During the year under review, we have welcomed the following new members:

COMPANY CATEGORY REPRESENTED BY OVERVIEW

ARRB Systems S.A. (Pty) Ltd Associate Yeshveer Balaram

Providers of equipment and services for road 
assessment survey. Their modular systems enable 
multiple data collection sensors to meet the toughest 
pavement and asset management specifications.  

Nexor 312 (Pty) Ltd t/a VNA 
Consulting Associate Simon Tetley

VNA undertakes diverse construction projects from 
inception through to completion regardless of their 
complexity, scale or type. They have made significant 
investment in world-class pavement management 
tools for road network and project level investigations.

Martmol Trading cc Associate Sandra Maree
Based in Tzaneen, Martmol Trading operate in the field 
of construction, surfacing, trucking to name but a few 
of their core operations.

O’Nam C Manufacturing Affiliate Mano Chiroodza

Officially commencing trading in September 2020, 
O’Nam C Manufacturing are producers of cold mix 
asphalt.  They were the final company to join Sabita 
during 2020.

ROAD PAVEMENT FORUM

In respect of the Virtual Zoom RPF that took place on the 28th May, it is interesting to note that it was attended by 
413 participants. The main presentations were as follows:

• Perspectives on COVID-19                             Dr T Balfour, Head of Health, Dept of Minerals Council

• SANRAL Projects – Procurement Update    Louw Kanneyer

• PPGI Feedback on Level 4                              Russel Adams

• Projects plan and how to know this             Melanie Hofmeyr, Chief Director - WCG

    Information on your own, and 

    New Roads Structure in the province

All of these presentations are available via YouTube via the following link: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYFGQ6A5Oxsp7WJSKO5amXQ/videos

The second RPF was held on the 21st July, comprising of the following presentations: 

• Recycling of concrete pavements  Bryan Perrie 

• TG2 update – Bitumen stabilised Materials Kim Jenkins 

• Concessionaire planned contracts: 

o Alex van Niekerk (Trac4) 

o Douglas Judd (N3TC) 

o Liam Clarke & Solomon Kganyano (Bakwena) 



13

The last virtual RPF in 2020, chaired by Nico Pienaar was held on the 22nd September and included the following 
presentations:

• SANRAL projects roll out                                        -  Louw Kannemeyer

• Material Testers Certification (ISO 18024)  -  Barry Pearce

• Launch of Sabita Manual 40   -  Gerrie van Zyl

• Feedback of the COTO documents                 -  Kobus van der Walt

• New UP lab                                                                -  Nico Pienaar

The first regional seminar which took place prior to the lockdown was held in 
Pretoria on the 27th February entitled: Asphalt Permeability: Identification of Causes 
and Cures.  

During the last quarter of 2020, SAT arranged and hosted three virtual seminars, 
being:  

• The launch of recently revised Sabita Technical Guideline 2: Bitumen 
Stabilised Materials which was held on the 3rd September.  This is probably the 

first seminar that has been attended by more non-members than at any other seminar, and the advantage with this 
being an on-line platform is that people from around the world attended.

• The second virtual seminar was held on the 23rd September, entitled:  Asphalt Permeability: Causes and Cures.

• The final seminar for 2020 was held in November, entitled: Understanding Performance Testing of Asphalt was  
 based on the tests documented in Manual 35.  

One of the main objectives, in partnership with SARF, was investigating and putting 
together a long-term strategy in respect of road funding.  To this end, an engagement 
was made with Alexandra van Essche, a professional communications consultant to 
market to as wide an audience as possible as to how roads are currently funded and 
the reasons behind a new road funding model going forwards. Further activities on this 
matter are planned for 2021

GLOBAL ASPHALT PAVEMENT ALLIANCE (GAPA)
The second issue of the GAPA Magazine was forwarded to all Sabita Members during October. Some of the articles 
in this edition included:  CAPSA, The Key Elements of an Internal Traffic Control Plan; Work Zone Safety; and Sabita’’s 
4th Annual Briquette Competition. 

INTERNATIONAL BITUMEN EMULSION FEDERATION (IBEF)
Information and documentation regarding IBEF was also circulated to all Sabita Members. This included their 
Annual Review for 2019 as well as details of their new website.  Further to this, an invitation was also extended to all 
Members in respect of a seminar that took place in December. This seminar helped to strengthen the links between 
the IBEF members and promote exchanges that had been troubled due to impact of COVID-19 in the first half of 
2020 for the past six months or so.  

INTERVIEW WITH SAFM RADIO
In October, Sabita was contacted by SAFM to arrange an interview with the CEO regarding recycled tyres and the 
interview went live on the 24th October which included the following aspects: 

• Sabita’s objectives.

• South Africa’s first road made from a mixture of recycled tyres and asphalt has been hailed a success; take us  
 through the partners involved in this project and what it took to make it happen.

• The science of recycled tyres into a road. 

• The difference between as asphalt road and one that is made up of recycled tyres and the process thereof.

• The standard practice in the construction industry, and how the road authority is responding to this.
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COVID-19

During 2020, we received and forwarded to members eight COVID related documents regarding: Workplace Risk 
Assessments; Legislative Occupational H & S Measurers; Economic Intervention Group Status; amongst others.  

Further to this, in the August 2020 edition of the Asphalt News, an article composed by Anton Fereirra (HSE 
Consultant) was featured regarding preparing for the ‘new normal’ within the work environment.  The article 
details information regarding:  Compliance with minimum H&S legislative requirements; Strategic considerations 
for maximising preparedness efforts; Planning composition, potential pitfalls and best practice guidance; and, 
Developing prevention and recovery (mitigating) controls.

HEALTH AND SAFETY SEMINAR

An HSE meeting was held via Held via zoom on the 27th May to discuss for the most part the impact of COVID-19 and 
the challenges faced by our members.  Stemming from the discussions, it was agreed that Sabita would arrange an 
on-line HSE seminar to which all Sabita members were invited.  This complimentary virtual seminar was held on the 
8th September which comprised of the following presentations:

• Covid-19 and the new normal workplace  -    Ms Thandi Gwanya:  OHNP

• Coping with stress and anxiety during Covid-19 -    Mr Lionel Bourgeois: VETTA Internationale

• Legislative updates     -    Mr Anton Ferreira:  Sabita HSE Specialist 

SABITA MANUAL 38: HEALTH AND SAFETY IN MATERIALS TESTING 
LABORATORIES

As mentioned in the previous report, Sabita was approached to develop a 
guideline for the roads construction industry with regards to H & S in materials 
testing laboratories.  The initial draft that was received last year November 
has subsequently been updated and uploaded to the Sabita website.

BITSAFE TRAIN THE TRAINER

Just prior to the lockdown restrictions, Sabita held a BitSafe Train-the-Trainer 
course, facilitated by John Onraët which was held at Kempton Park from the 
16th to 18th March against a backdrop of much uncertainty and speculation 
of the then unknown “Corona virus”.  There were seven delegates already 
registered, including one from Zimbabwe and a last-minute decision was 
taken to go ahead and host the training in Gauteng.  Despite the anxiety 
that prevailed globally about this mysterious virus and the impact it will have 
on society, a very successful training course was held, and all our delegates 
made it back just before the total lockdown at the end of March.  

The Sabita HSE Focal Point held their meeting in May 2020 to discuss the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
overall challenges faced by members and other stakeholders.  There was a consensus that an information overload, 
along with streams of fake news and so-called “expert advice” has led to anxiety and stress in the workplace.  It was 
agreed that we would incorporate a topic on this issue in our 8th Annual Health and Safety seminar held online 
during September.

We were privileged to hear excellent speakers address the “New Normal Workplace” ably presented by Thandi 
Gwanya and “Coping with Stress and Anxiety during Covid-19” by Lionel Bourgeois.  As always, we included a 
presentation on the HSE role of Sabita in the bituminous products industry and our HSE Specialist, Anton Ferreira 
provided an update on OHS legislative.  The seminar had an excellent turnout with some interesting discussions and 
Q & A around the topics presented.  

Health and Safety



About Sabita

Vision  
Sabita is recognised as the centre of excellence for bituminous products through 
technological advancement and the promotion of the cost-effective and sustainable use of 
these products. 

Mission
Sabita will:

1. Identify the need for and develop and advance best available technology and 
practice in bituminous material in southern Africa.

2. Engage stakeholders to promote the social and economic value of road provision 
thereby strengthening the argument for the provision and preservation of roads. 

3. Develop and promote the use of environmentally sound products and practices in 
the bituminous product industry.

4. Advance best practice in southern Africa with regards to worker health and safety. 

5. Provide education and training schemes to develop skills and competencies that 
are sustainable and aligned to industry needs.

6. Assist members in meeting the demand of clients through engaging authorities on 
relevant regulatory or commercial matters that fits within the ambit of competition 
law.
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PRODUCER MEMBERS

BOARD MEMBERS

ORDINARY MEMBERS

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

AFFILIATE MEMBERS

FOREIGN MEMBERS

           Astron Energy (Pty) Ltd                   Masana Petroleum Solutions (Pty) Ltd               

    Shell Downstream SA (Pty) Ltd                Sasol Energy a div. of Sasol S A (Pty) Ltd                                   

Southern African Bitumen Association, 5 Lonsdale Building, Lonsdale Way, Pinelands 7405

Tel: +27 21 531 2718  /  Fax: +27 21 531 2606

Kraton Polymers Netherlands B.V  Rettenmaier & Söhne GMBH  

Colas SA (Pty) Ltd

Zebra Surfacing (a div. of 
Martin & East (Pty) Ltd)

 Tau Pele Construction 

Actop Asphalt (Pty) Ltd

Much Asphalt (Pty) Ltd

Tosas (Pty) Ltd

www.sabita.co.za

Actophambili Roads (Pty) Ltd LIESEN Bitumen (Pty) Ltd Raubex (Pty) Ltd
Bitumen World PVT Mafate Business Enterprises Raubex KZN (Pty) Ltd
Aqua Transport & Plant Hire (Pty) Ltd More Asphalt (Pty) Ltd Road Material Stabilisers
Astec – Asphalt Technology National Asphalt (Pty) Ltd Shisalanga Construction (Pty) Ltd
Bituguard Southern Africa Polokwane Surfacing (Pty) Ltd Spray Pave (Pty) Ltd
Bitumen Supplies & Services (Pty) Ltd Power Construction (Pty) Ltd Tekfalt Binders (Pty) Ltd
Concor Infrastructure Puma Energy Services SA (Pty) Ltd Ultra Asphalt (Pty) Ltd t/a Rand Roads

Advanced Polymers (Pty) Ltd GMH/Tswelo Cons. Engineers Nexor 312 (Pty) Ltd t/a VNA Consulting
AECOM SA (Pty) Ltd Hatch Africa (Pty) Ltd Rankin Engineering Consultants
Ammann Const. Machinery SA (Pty) Ltd HHO Africa ROMH Consulting
ARRB Systems (Pty) Ltd IOP a div. of AECI Ltd Royal HaskoningDHV
BSM Laboratories (Pty) Ltd iX Engineers (Pty) Ltd Sasol Chemicals a div. of Sasol SA (Pty) Ltd
BVi Consulting Eng. W Cape (Pty) Ltd JG Afrika (Pty) Ltd SMEC SA (Pty) Ltd
CIM Chemicals (Pty) Ltd Kantey & Templer (Pty) Ltd Specialised Road Technologies (Pty) Ltd
Dick King Lab Supplies (Pty) Ltd Kaymac (Pty) Ltd T/A Kaytech TPA Consulting (Pty) Ltd
DOW Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd Leo Consulting (Pty) Ltd Tshepega Engineering (Pty) Ltd
EFG Engineers (Pty) Ltd Martmol Trading cc Worldwide Tanks on Hire cc
Gibb (Pty) Ltd MPAMOT (Pty) Ltd WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd
Glad Africa Cons. Eng. (Pty) Ltd Naidu Consulting (Pty) Ltd Zutari (Pty) Ltd

ASPASA Letaba Laboratory (Pty) Ltd Pride Lab Equipment (Pty) Ltd
Cape Laboratory Equipment N3TC (Pty) Ltd Reliance laboratory Equipment
Cape Pen. University of Technology Nathoo Mbenyane Engineers Salphalt (Pty) Ltd
DMV Harrismith (Pty) Ltd Nelson Mandela University Tzaneen Asphalt & Paving Manufacturers
Durban University of Technology O’Nam C Manufacturing University of Pretoria Dept. Civil Eng.
Gavin R.Brown & Associates Outeniqua Laboratory (Pty) Ltd University of Stellenbosch Dept. Civil Eng.
IMESA



ANNUAL REVIEW 2020

Annual Review 2020 is published by the Southern African 
Bitumen Association (Sabita),a non-profit organisation 
sponsored by its members to serve all stakeholders 
through engineering, service and education.

Sabita and the associations listed below have founded a 
global strategic alliance of asphalt pavement associations 
(GAPA) and are working jointly towards a full, open and  
productive partnership:

Australian Asphalt Pavement Association (AAPA)
European Asphalt Pavement Association (EAPA)
Japanese Road Contractors Association (JRCA)
Mexican Asphalt Association (AMAAC)
National Asphalt Pavement Association (NAPA)
Civil Contractors New Zealand

The contents of this publication may be reproduced 
without any changes and free of charge, providing the 
source is acknowledged.

Southern African Bitumen Association (Sabita)
Postnet Suite 56, Private Bag X21 | Howard Place, 7450, South Africa
Tel: +27 21 531 2718 | Fax: +27 21 531 2606 | Email: info@sabita.co.za
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